
Summer Reading Requirements 
Rising 7th Graders 

Summer 2019 
 

Because reading is a vital life skill, Langston students are required to read for enrichment over the summer months.  
 

Complete both 1 AND 2. This is a test grade (part 1= 50%.  part 2= 50%).  
 

 
Note: for #2, choose a book that challenges you.  It should be a novel appropriate for your grade and reading level (no 

graphic/picture novels, like Diary of a Wimpy Kid).  
 

If you need a few suggestions, click here http://jenglish17.weebly.com/suggested-reading-lists.html. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS for Part 2 questions: Center the title of the book and the author’s name at the top of the page. Make 
sure your name is written in the upper right corner.  Full credit will be given for quality responses which follow given 
instructions, and which meet the minimum length. 

 

 

1. Read Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry 
(test when we return). 
 
 

Please take notes on characters, plot, etc. You will be tested on this 
novel when we return to school. 

2. Read any other grade-level 
appropriate novel over 200 pgs. 

 

For this selection, please word process your responses to the 5 questions 
below. DUE DATE: FRI, AUG 30, 2019. 

If your 2nd selection was FICTION,  
answer these 5 QUESTIONS: 

If your 2nd selection was NON-FICTION,  
answer these 5 questions: 

1. Use well-constructed sentences to explain why you 
liked/disliked the book. Do NOT write responses like: “It was 
great” or “I liked it because it was good.” You must give clear, 
specific reasons with actual support from the text. Talk 
about specific passages that struck you as significant—or 
interesting, profound, amusing, illuminating, disturbing, sad...? 
What was memorable? (5 sentence minimum) 
 
2. Using well-constructed sentences, explain how one 
character changed throughout the story. Give specific 
examples/reasoning from the story.  Include a quote from this 
character which helps me see the change.  
(5 sentence minimum) 
 
3. Explain the main conflict and any minor conflicts. Who is 
involved in these conflicts and how are they resolved? How do 
these conflicts make the story exciting/suspenseful?  
(5 sentence minimum) 
 
4. Explain the significance of the title. Then, offer an alternate 
title, based on your understanding of the plot. Explain your 
decision clearly. (3 sentence minimum) 
 
5. What life lesson can the reader can learn from this book? 
How does this book relate to real life or a personal experience? 
(3 sentence min) 

1. Use well-constructed sentences to explain why you 
liked/disliked the book. Do NOT write responses like: “It was 
great” or “I liked it because it was good.” You must give clear, 
specific reasons why you liked/disliked the book. Talk 
about specific passages that struck you as significant—or 
interesting, profound, amusing, illuminating, disturbing, sad...? 
What was memorable? (5 sentence minimum) 
 
2. What questions would you ask the author if you could 
interview them?  Write 5 thoughtful questions.  
 
3. What have you learned after reading this book? Has it made 
you see things differently?  (5 sentence minimum) 
 
4. Was the topic dealt with fairly or did the author seem to be 
biased about the topics in the book? What makes the author 
qualified to discuss these topics?  (3 sentence minimum) 
 
5. What message is the author trying to get across to the 
reader? Why? How does the author effectively/not effectively 
get his/her message across? (3 sentence min) 

 

http://jenglish17.weebly.com/suggested-reading-lists.html

