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Why should students read during the summer? 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, faculty members Richard Allington and 

Anne McGill-Franzen have completed a three-year study showing that 

students lose up to three months of learning every summer—skills they 

worked hard to acquire during the school year.  However, the study 

showed a significantly higher level of reading achievement in students 

who took part in summer reading at home.  

 

Allington compares the slide in reading ability to an athlete's fitness. "Just 

like hockey players lose some of their skills if they stay off their skates and 

off the ice for three months, children who do not read in the summer lose 

two to three months of reading development," Allington said. 
 

University of Tennessee at Knoxville. "Summer Reading Is Key to Maintaining or Improving Students' Reading Skills." Science Daily. Science Daily, 22  July 2010. Web. 04 

 June 2015. 

 

 2021 English I Honors Summer Reading Requirements: 

1. During the summer, each English l Honors student will read Animal Farm by George Orwell as well as the article 
entitled “The Russian Revolution” attached at the end of this assignment information sheet.  Students will be assessed on 
this information in two ways.  First, they will be assessed on their book notes (information on these notes is below), and 
second, they will use these notes to complete an in-class writing assignment during the first few weeks of school. The 
grade for this assignment will be broken down as follows: 

• Submitted book notes = 50 points  

• In-class writing assessment = 50 points  

2. Students may take notes in any form; however, the notes should be extensive and detailed. Information is included on 
this handout for creating Cornell Notes as this note-taking format will be used in class throughout the year and is advised for 
this assignment.  

Elements to note while reading:  
 

• Plot Summary (key elements of the plot) 

• Setting (time period and place; think about its importance to the story) 

• Characters (major/minor-direct and indirect characterization; dynamic or static; character’s role in the story) 

• Conflict (central and minor conflicts as well as how each is resolved and the characters’ roles in the conflict) 

• Figurative Language (How does the author use literary devices such as metaphor, simile, personification, 

onomatopoeia, etc. to convey meaning?) 

• Symbolism (How does the author use symbols to convey a deeper meaning within the text?) 

• Tone (How does the author view his/her subject?) 

• Point of View (1st or 3rd /limited or omniscient? How does the POV affect the story?  Is it effective or not?) 

• Theme (What universal life lesson or statement about life is being portrayed?) 

• Significant quotations – include at least five using correct MLA citation format (Why are they significant? What do 

they reveal about characters, plot, motivations, etc.?) 

3.  When students return to school in the fall, they will be asked to complete a writing assessment on the novel.  They may 
use their notes while completing the writing assignment. The prompts/questions on the assessment will directly correlate 
with the suggested elements listed above.  

 

***BOOK NOTES WILL BE DUE IN CLASS ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2021*** 

“Isn't it odd how much fatter a book gets when 

you've read it several times?" Mo had said..."As 

if something were left between the pages every 

time you read it. Feelings, thoughts, sounds, 

smells...and then, when you look at the book 

again many years later, you find yourself there, 

too, a slightly younger self, slightly different, as 

if the book had preserved you like a pressed 

flower...both strange and familiar.”                               

                           - Author Cornelia Funke 

  



Cornell Notes:  
For Cornell notes, divide your paper in half. At the top, write the book’s title and author (make sure to underline or italicize it) as well 
as which chapter you are covering in the Cornell notes. On the left, there are questions regarding literary elements, plot, characters, 
setting, important quotes, and/or themes found within the chapter. On the right, list the facts and information from the chapters to 
respond to each of the literary elements questions. Then, at the bottom or on the back of the paper, write a 3-5 sentence summary 
of what occurred in the chapters.  NOTE:  If you visit the homework tab on Mrs. Creasman’s website through the Langston 
homepage, there is a Word document with this attached that you can download and use to create your notes.   

 

 

 

 
What is the setting?  
  
 
 
 
Who are the characters 
introduced in this chapter? 
 
 
 
 
What is the conflict?  
 
 
 
 
What is the plot? List major 
events and the part of the plot 
this chapter represents. 
 
 
 
 
Is there a theme developing 
within this chapter?  
 
 
 
 
Make note of any significant 
examples of figurative 
language, symbolism, or tone 
found within the chapter. 
 
 
 
Are there any significant quotes 
in this chapter?  
 
 
 
 
 
List any questions you have 
about the chapter here.  

  

List the time & place where the events from the chapter occur. There may be more than one setting.  
 
 
 
 
List new characters introduced describe each.  
 
 
 
 
 
List any conflicts or resolutions from the chapter here.  
 
 
 
 
List significant events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the theme (author’s message)? What is he/she trying to convey to the reader through the 
events of the text? What lessons are being learned by the main character(s) in this chapter?  
 
 

 
 
List examples and explanation of significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write the quotes using correct MLA citation format and explain why they are significant as well as 
what they reveal about characters, plot, motivations, etc. 
 
 
 

 
 
Come back and answer questions as you read on if you find answers for them.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Title:         Your Name:  
 
Essential Question: What happened in Chapter ______?   Point of View (POV) of Novel:_____________________ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary:  In 3-5 sentences, summarize the main events/ideas of these chapters.  

 



The Russian Revolution 
 

One of George Orwell's goals in writing Animal Farm was to portray the Russian (or Bolshevik) 
Revolution of 1917 as one that resulted in a government more oppressive, totalitarian, and deadly than 
the one it overthrew. Many of the characters and events of Orwell's novel parallel those of the Russian 

Revolution: In short, Manor Farm is a model of Russia, and old Major, Mr. Jones, Napoleon, and 
Snowball represent the dominant figures of the Russian Revolution.  
 

Tsar Nicholas II (1868-1918), the last Russian emperor. His rule (1894-1917) was marked by his 
insistence that he was the uncontestable ruler of the nation. During his reign, the Russian people 
experienced terrible poverty and upheaval, marked by the Bloody Sunday massacre in 1905 when 

unarmed protesters demanding social reforms were shot down by the army near Nicholas' palace. The 
lives of millions of Russians worsened during Nicholas' reign. When Russia entered World War I and 
subsequently lost more men than any country in any previous war, the outraged and desperate people 

began a series of strikes and mutinies that signaled the end of Tsarist control. When his own generals 
withdrew their support of him, Nicholas abdicated his throne in the hopes of avoiding an all-out civil war 
— but the civil war arrived in the form of the Bolshevik Revolution when Nicholas was removed from his 

place of rule and then died shortly thereafter.  
 

V. I. Lenin (1870-1924) was the leader of the Bolshevik Party that seized control in the 1917 
Revolution. Lenin was inspired by Karl Marx's theory of Communism, which urges the "workers of the 
world" to unite against their economic oppressors. Communism argues that a "communal" way of life 

will allow all people to live lives of economic equality. Lenin was uncompromising in his views: He is 
widely believed to have been responsible for giving the order to kill Nicholas and his family after the 
Bolsheviks had gained control. Lenin was responsible for changing Russia into the United Soviet 

Socialist Republic or U.S.S.R. Their flag depicted a hammer and sickle — the tools of the rebelling 
workers. Lenin died before witnessing the ways in which his disciples carried on the work of reform. 
 

One of Lenin's allies was Leon Trotsky (1879-1940), another Marxist thinker who participated in a 
number of revolutionary demonstrations and uprisings. Trotsky felt that a worldwide series of rebellions 
was necessary to achieve the revolution's ultimate aims. Trotsky was an intellectual character with 

many ideas about the best ways to transform Marx's theories into practice. Trotsky was also the leader 
of Lenin's Red Army. Eventually, Trotsky was exiled from the U.S.S.R. and killed by the agents of 
Joseph Stalin. 

 
Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) was unconcerned with debates and ideas. Instead, he valued power for its 
own sake and by 1927 had assumed complete control of the Communist Party through acts of terror 

and brutality. Stalin used a great deal of propaganda to present himself as an idealist working for 
change.  This was seen in Stalin's Five Year Plan for revitalizing the nation's industry and agriculture as 
well as Stalin's creation of the Order of Lenin. Because of easily led citizens who swallow whole all of 

their leader's lies, Stalin became one of the world's most feared and brutal dictators. Numerous events 
in the novel are based on ones that occurred during Stalin's rule such as the Civil War that occurred 
after the 1917 Revolution and various purges or "show trials" that Stalin conducted to rid himself of any 

possible threat of dissention.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
source: http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/animal-farm/critical-essays/the-russian-revolution 


